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THE FLOOD-TIDE OF SUCCESS
1870-1877
ON Mark Twain's wedding day his publishers
handed him a cheque for $4000, as his royalty
for three months' sale of the Innocents Abroad.
The book was a success from the start; over
30,000 copies 'at three dollars and a half/ were
sold in five months. The sales never stopped.
We are told by those who know, that the
Innocents Abroad is still the most widely sold
travel book there is. The monev received
*
was the beginning of the phenomenal returns
of Mark Twain's writings and plays and
lectures. They should have made him a rich
man. They never did. All his life he moved
with a dark shadow of debt just behind him;
always about to emerge into the sunshine of
unbounded wealth, and never reaching it.
In the end the shadow covered all the horizon;
but as yet it was only a small dark cloud in a
clear sky.
The book. The Innocents Abroad, or the Mew
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